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Minutes
Staff Senate Meeting
Thursday, September 12, 2002
I.

The Staff Senate Meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair, Jewel Lindsey.
Jewel Lindsey announced Susan Bristow’s resignation. Nancy Young of the Registrar’s office
will finish the term in Susan’s place.
Members Present: Tina Bersi, Eric Vaught, Sherrolyn Bean, Carla Coker, Renee Clay, Susan
Huskey, Susan Yell, Lela Donat, Candace Erbe, Crystal Sprueill, Sophia Estes, Jewel
Lindsey, Lioneld Jordan, David Savage, Rodney Hughes, Joe Terry, Bonnie Powell, Susan
Rausch, Shelley Wilmoth, and Kenley Haley, Christine Parks, and Bonnie Swayze.

Members Absent: Linda Dizney, Amy Bell, Kelly Anglen, and Bruce McNully.

II.

A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda as written.

III.

A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adopt the August 8, 2002 minutes as
corrected. Corrections included Bonnie Swayze being added to the list of those present. Rodney
Hughes was absent, not present. II. Second sentence should read Jewel Lindsey requested
instead of Jewel Lindsay reported. VII. New Business should be Reported the close proximity
of the gate at the corner of Maple St. and Garland St. instead of Reported the close proximity
of the gate in the parking garage.

IV.

Speaker, Don Pedersen – Reported on where the finances are today and a projection of the
next year’s budget. Reported where the monies are coming from for this institution (state, tuition,
private donations). Reported where money was cut from the University budget and how it was
broken down to affect each department on campus. There was a record enrollment of 16,000
students this fall semester. Dr. Pederson has set back around $2 million to help correct the
shortfall to the University from the State. Held a question and answer session following his
presentation.

V.

Speaker, Richard Ray – Reported there have not been any premium increases since January
2000. QualChoice is a third-party administrator who processes our claims for a small
administrative fee per contract. Our insurance is self-funded, and our premiums go into our own
fund, maintained by the System Office in Little Rock. Mr. Ray reported that there is a need to
keep a reserve of money from premiums sufficient to pay off outstanding claims, in case we ever
change our health insurance. Recently, the dollar amount of claims has been greater than the
amount received from premiums. Hence, an expected future increase in premiums. Graham Gillis
of the system office reports a probable increase July 1, 2003; we will be informed in October or
November. Also reported that a number of preferred prescription medications have been moved to
the non-preferred list. The benefits office corrected some problems associated with this change in
August. If anyone still is having a problem, contact Richard Ray. Reported there also may be a
dental premium increase in January 2003 or July 2003. Reported TIAA Life, the group life
insurance has been sold to Standard Life. System Office is sending out a request for proposals for
a new group life insurance provider. Spoke on changes in federal law which increase the amount
of money one can place in retirement savings through a 457(b) account.

VI.

Speaker, Richard Hudson - Reported $2.9 million less than expected was allocated by the State
to the University during the past fiscal year; is unsure how much the University will get this fiscal
year, expecting $5.8 million less. The State revenue has been up for the past two months, but not
where the revenue needs to be. Reported two challenges this fiscal year: the Lakeview School

District lawsuit, and the proposed constitutional amendment to remove tax on food and nonprescription drugs. Two groups could keep the amendment from passing, APPLE and people who
campaign against it (teachers, cities, and counties.) Reported priorities for the University of
Arkansas:
 Restore money we were meant to have.
 Continue to get money to match research and sponsored programs.
 Get share of money for research related to tobacco illness,
 Get money for the School of Architecture ($200,000)
 Restore money used for Arkansas Academic Challenge
 New Scholarship program: more 2 year college graduates go into a 4 year program.
VII.

Speaker, Gary Smith – Handed out new parking maps and construction maps. Reported the
following:
 Creation of the Pomfret Express, Green Route was overloaded
 Upcoming construction projects are located on the web
 1861 not 2000 spaces for the new parking deck, set to start February or March
 Women’s gymnasium site; 50-60 spaces in January
 New parking spaces at Pomfret to start in March
 Hotz Hall lost but regained 21 spaces
 Residence Hall construction estimated to start in November 2002 and completion in August
2004 with an estimated loss of 280 parking spaces
 370 parking spaces to be constructed in the fall of 2002 to take the place of the tennis courts
on Cleveland Street
 Trying to add 4-5 more reserved spots at health center
 377 space parking area beside Fulbright to start before fall, but could change
 Trying to acquire Scarborough House by fall
 Ozark Transit will run red route on Saturday
 Transit program only receives $87,000 from University; all other money comes from fees,
grants, etc.
 Transit generated a profit for the first time last year
 2 Amtrams are coming in by the end of the year

VIII.

Speaker, Lawrence Slamons – Reported that there will be more patrols by University Police
officers and they will be more prepared for any incident. Also reported the new website, which
focuses on communication. Reported the UAPD’s standards and programs:
 6 FBI academy graduates
 Crime prevention – daily crime log and bulletins (if there is something serious)
 Notice if a sex offender lives or works on campus (effective in October)
 Explorers program
 Escort service
 Cleary Report – federal requirements on how Universities report crime
 Tornado warning system
 Weather alert system; Doppler radar alert is being added to the website
 Workplace violence
 Joint terrorism task force – UAPD will get all information on terrorism
 Dog trainer – proposal for bomb dog (99.9% of bomb threats are false)

IX.

Employee of the Quarter, Christine Parks – Reported on Employee of the Quarter, for the
fourth quarter. Reported Group I winner (Professional/Non-Faculty) was Adam Motherwell,
Assistant Dean, Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences; Group II (Secretarial/Clerical) was
Wayne Summerall, Mail Officer, Mailing Services; Group III (Technical/Paraprofessional) was
Sgt. Greg Foster, Public Safety Supervisor, University Police; Group IV – no applications.
Announced all Employees of the Quarter are also invited to the Employee Service Awards
Banquet on October 1, 2002. Announcements of the Employees of the Year will be made at the

Employee Service Awards Banquet. Announced when nominating someone for EOQ, more
detail, more nominations, and nominations from outside of own department increase chances.
This FY there were many ties (3 ties.) Karen Jennings voted and broke the ties. Asked for
guidance in group or team award. Dr. Pederson asked for the team of the quarter. Proposed that
the Team of the Year nominate themselves, and then the Chancellor’s executive committee will
decide on this year’s group or team. Will send proposal to by-laws committee.
X.

Business Meeting
a.
Standing Committees
1.
Legislative Committee, Crystal Spruell - Read the legislative committee
report. The committee met with Jewel Lindsay on one occasion and Eric
Vaught, Merritt Royal, and Crystal Spruell met with Richard Hudson and Don
Pederson. October 15 from 4:30-5:30 is a tentative date for the candidate forum.
Reception is to follow. As of yet, a room has not been booked. Questions raised
were do we want assistance from ASES or NALA. Both are willing to co-host.
2.

Internal Affairs, Lioneld Jordan – Committee has met, but will meet again on
Monday, September 16 at 4:14pm. They will be discussing child care and
Garland St. widening. Asks for input on child care on campus. Reported that
effective fall semester, staff taking classes are exempt from all non-academic
fees.

3.

Scholarships and Awards, Tina Bersi – Reported that committee has not met.
Since they will not award another scholarship until May, they will not meet
again until then. They will not ask for applications until spring.

4.

Communications, David Savage – Reported the committee did not meet.
Announced they will be having a booth and popcorn machine at the Health and
Benefits Fair, and need volunteers. The committee will meet this month.

5.

Finance, Sherrolyn Bean – Reported $595.18 in budget, have $480 from Dr.
Pederson, so far have not sent back or Dr. Pederson has not requested it back.
Travel funds ($500) for legislative committee to travel to Little Rock. Reported
PHPL is waiting for magnetic strip for name badges.

6.

Election, Susan Rausch – Reported committee has not yet met and there is
nothing to report.

7.

Safety, Joe Terry – Reported they had first meeting August 12, 2002 at 2:00
pm in MAIN 523. Discussed when and where a good place to meet would be.
Decided the last Thursday of the month at MAIN 523 at 2:00 pm would work
for all. Discussed what topics would the committee want to pursue, decided on
issues such as uneven sidewalks, areas of standing water, and poor lighting. The
committee will compile a list from all around campus and forward it to the
persons who would be responsible for the repairs. Committee has filled the
position of a non-Staff Senate member with Ron Tucker, E,H, & S Safety
Coordinator.

8.

Parking and Transit, Kenley Haley – Reported that Bonnie Powell restated
what Gary said. Committee needs to revamp parking situation because people
are buying annual visitors’ parking spots at $89/ year and using the faculty/staff
parking spaces. Dr. Pederson denied Jewel Lindsay’s request that Kenley Haney
be placed on the Parking and Transit Committee. Jewel is meeting with Dr.
Pederson again.

Jewel Lindsay announced that Larry Slamons of UAPD offers to send a representative from UAPD to each
Staff Senate Meeting to address safety issues.
Jewel Lindsay also announced that Susan Rausch brought a form that explains what to do for bomb threats
that is also used by the UAPD.
XI.

Strategy session and goal setting for 2002-2003 Staff Senate - Discussed long-term and shortterm goals of the Staff Senate.
a. Long-Term Goals
 Child care - Internal Affairs
 Sick leave payout - Legislative
 Early retirement - Internal Affairs
 CLIP program - Internal Affairs
 Equality in job titles - Internal Affairs
 Evaluate our current evaluation procedures - Internal Affairs
 Continue to push for nationally-competitive salaries for staff - Internal Affairs
b. Short-Term Goals
 Light at Garland and 6th Street - Safety
 Light at Harmon and California - Safety
 Sick leave payout - Legislative
 Parking - Parking & Transit
 Community Work/Communication/New Employee Orientation - Communications
 University greeters - Communications
 Sidewalk repairs - Safety
 Give away of parking permits at SS picnic - Picnic Committee
 More staff representation on Parking and Transit Committee - Parking & Transit
 Upgrading computer labs and equipment -

Announced that Christine Parks is Staff Senate Picnic Chair.
XII.

Adjournment – A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 3:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted by
Angela Gleghorn

